CLAIMS 



1 . A method for installing software components, comprising: 

initiating installation of components; 

selecting a level of detail to be reported regarding the status of 
components being installed; 

generating a report regarding status installation progress of the 
components being installed; and 

displaying that portion of the report identifying the components at the 
selected level of detail and their corresponding installation progress status. 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising accessing a semantic model, the 
semantic model comprising an indication of a dependency of a component to be 
installed upon any other component. 

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising grouping each component with other 
components having substantially the same number of dependent components, those 
components having more dependencies being in a higher group and those components 
having fewer dependencies being in a lower group. 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein: 

each grouping corresponds to a selectable level of detail; and 
displaying the portion of the report comprises displaying the components 
in the group corresponding to the selected level of detail and the components in 
groups higher than the group corresponding to the selected level of detail. 

5. The method of claim 1 , wherein generating the report comprises generating a 
tree-like structure having at a highest level branch those components to be installed 
with the greatest number of dependent components and having at a lowest level branch 
those components to be installed with the fewest number of dependent components. 
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6. The method of claim 5, wherein displaying the portion of the report comprises 
displaying the branches of the tree-like structure corresponding to the selected level of 
detail and those branches having a higher level. 

7. The method of claim 1 , wherein selecting a level of detail comprises accessing a 
log file for a user, the log file including a user-selected detail level preference. 

8. The method of claim 1 , wherein selecting a level of detail comprises accessing a 
log file for a user, the log file including a detail level generated from past selections by 
the user. 

9. The method of claim 1, wherein displaying the status of installation progress 
comprises displaying each of a plurality of status characteristics with a different visual 
indicator. 

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the different visual indicators comprise different 
colors. 

1 1 . The method of claim 9, wherein the status characteristics are selected from the 
group comprising pending, in progress, successfully completed and error. 

12. A software component installation system, comprising: 

means for initiating installation of components; 

means for selecting a level of detail to be reported regarding the status of 
components being installed; 

means for generating a report regarding status installation progress of the 
components being installed; and 

means for displaying that portion of the report identifying the components 
at the selected level of detail and their corresponding installation progress status. 
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13. The system of claim 12, further means for comprising accessing a semantic 
model, the semantic model comprising an indication of a dependency of a component to 
be installed upon any other component. 

14. The system of claim 13, further comprising means for grouping each component 
with other components having substantially the same number of dependent 
components, those components having more dependencies being in a higher group and 
those components having fewer dependencies being in a lower group . 

1 5. The system of claim 14, wherein: 

each grouping corresponds to a selectable level of detail; and 
the means for displaying the portion of the report comprises means for 
displaying the components in the group corresponding to the selected level of 
detail and the components in groups higher than the group corresponding to the 
selected level of detail. 

16. The system of claim 12, wherein the means for generating the report comprises 
means for generating a tree-like structure having at a highest level branch those 
components to be installed with the greatest number of dependent components and 
having at a lowest level branch those components to be installed with the fewest 
number of dependent components. 

17. The system of claim 16, wherein the means for displaying the portion of the 
report comprises means for displaying the branches of the tree-like structure 
corresponding to the selected level of detail and those branches having a higher level. 

18. The system of claim 12, wherein the means for selecting a level of detail 
comprises means for accessing a log file for a user, the log file including a user-selected 
detail level preference. 
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19. The system of claim 12, wherein selecting the means for a level of detail 
comprises means for accessing a log file for a user, the log file including a detail level 
generated from past selections by the user. 

20. The system of claim 12, wherein the means for displaying the status of 
installation progress comprises means for displaying each of a plurality of status 
characteristics with a different visual indicator. 

21 . The system of claim 20, wherein the different visual indicators comprise different 
colors. 

22. The system of claim 20, wherein the status characteristics are selected from the 
group comprising pending, in progress, successfully completed and error. 

23. A computer program product of a computer readable medium usable with a 
programmable computer, the computer program product having computer-readable 
code embodied therein for installing software components, the computer-readable code 
comprising instructions for: 

initiating installation of components; 

selecting a level of detail to be reported regarding the status of 
components being installed; 

generating a report regarding status installation progress of the 
components being installed; and 

displaying that portion of the report identifying the components at the 
selected level of detail and their corresponding installation progress status. 

24. The computer program product of claim 23, further comprising instructions for 
accessing a semantic model, the semantic model comprising an indication of a 
dependency of a component to be installed upon any other component. 



Docket: RSW920030177US1 
Express Mail Label: EV332351275US 



16 



25. The computer program product of claim 24, further comprising instructions for 
grouping each component with other components having substantially the same number 
of dependent components, those components having more dependencies being in a 
higher group and those components having fewer dependencies being in a lower group 

26. The computer program product of claim 25, wherein: 

each grouping corresponds to a selectable level of detail; and 
the instructions for displaying the portion of the report comprise 
instructions for displaying the components in the group corresponding to the 
selected level of detail and the components in groups higher than the group 
corresponding to the selected level of detail. 

27. The computer program product of claim 23, wherein the instructions for 
generating the report comprise instructions for generating a tree-like structure having at 
a highest level branch those components to be installed with the greatest number of 
dependent components and having at a lowest level branch those components to be 
installed with the fewest number of dependent components. 

28. The computer program product of claim 27, wherein the instructions for 
displaying the portion of the report comprise instructions for displaying the branches of 
the tree-like structure corresponding to the selected level of detail and those branches 
having a higher level. 

29. The computer program product of claim 23, wherein selecting a level of detail 
comprises accessing a log file for a user, the log file including a user-selected detail 
level preference. 

30. The computer program product of claim 23, wherein selecting a level of detail 
comprises accessing a log file for a user, the log file including a detail level generated 
from past selections by the user. 

17 
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31. The computer program product of claim 23, wherein the instructions for 
displaying the status of installation progress comprise instructions for displaying each of 
a plurality of status characteristics with a different visual indicator. 

32. The computer program product of claim 31 , wherein the different visual indicators 
comprise different colors. 

33. The computer program product of claim 31 , wherein the status characteristics are 
selected from the group comprising pending, in progress, successfully completed and 
error. 
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